FIRST OVER EVEREST
long curving white line of the surf on the Chesil Beach gave
the pilot liis landmark, and soon they were back at Yeovil.
It was an interesting, if thrilling experience, but it held lessons
for the future, which were not lost on the expedition.
The test flights were a success, for they afforded actual
practice for die flyers, in the novel and difficult tasks they would
have to perform over Mount Everest, such practice was not to
be had elsewhere.
As soon as the tests were over, the two machines were imme-
diately packed, in their immense cases, under the care of the
experts of the Aeronautical Inspection department, and the
scrutiny of the preventive men of H.M. Customs.
Then off they went on special G.W.R. trucks to the holds of
the P. & O. Dalgoma at Tilbury.
The expedition heaved a sigh.
But there were still other problems, before die party could
leave England.
In temperate weather the development and printing of photo-
graphs is comparatively easy, but it was essential to prepare for
high temperatures on the ground. Consequently, we were
uncertain as to how much of this work could be carried out
at die base, and whether it would be essential rapidly to trans-
port our films to Calcutta for treatment. This, and the need
for preliminary reconnaissance prior to the main flight, if our
precious supplies of special petrol, oil and oxygen were not to
be wasted, made it necessary to have light aircraft in addition
to the two large machines. Messrs. Fry, of chocolate renown,
offered us the loan of their Puss Moth, and in reply to our
inquiries, we learnt that a Fox Moth could be disposed of in
India if we were to fly it out. In the circumstances these two
machines were available at practically no cost to the expedition,
and so both were taken. Clydesdale also took out his own
machine, a Tiger Moth. We thus possessed three light aircraft.
Meanwhile the transport of the personnel and material to
India was arranged through the generosity of the P. & O.
Steam Navigation Company and of Imperial Airways. Thus